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SUB J : COUP PLOTTERS SENTENCED 
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1 . SUMMARY: MILITARY TRIBUNAL NOV 9 FOUND THREE OF FOUR COUP 
PLOTTERS GUILTY AND SENTENCED TWO OF TEM TO DEATH, WITH THE 
THIRD RECEVING A 19-YEAR SENTENCE. THE FOUR DEFENDANTS, TWO 
ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY MEN AND TWO RETIRED MILITARY OFFICERS, 

WERE ARRESTED IN LATE 1975 AND BROUGHT TO TRIAL AUGUST 1976. 

BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT DEATH SENTENCES 
WILL BE CARRIED OUT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE FOUR MONTH TRIAL OF CPT J.S. VON BACKUSTEIN, CPT J.S. 

SOWU, SGT K. AGOHAH, AND WOII C. WORMENOR ON CHARGES OF 
SUBVERSION, CONSPRIACY TO COMMIT SUBVERSION AND CONCEALMENT OF 
SUBVERSION ENDED NOV 9 WITH VON BACKUSTEIN AND SOWU BEING FOUND 
GUILTY OF THE FIRST TWO CHARGES AND SENTENCED TO DEATH BY 
FIRING SQUAD, AGOHAH BEING FOUND GUILTY OF CONCEALMENT OF 
SUBVERSION AND SENTENCED TO 19 YEARS IN PRISON, AND WORMENOR 
BEING CLEARED OF ALL CHARGES. THE DEFENDANTS HAD BEEN 
ARRESTED IN LATE 1975 AND WERE NOT BROUGHT TO TRIAL UNTIL 

EARLY AUGUST 1976. 
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3. DURING THE TRIAL, WHICH WAS MARKED BY VON BACKUSTEIN'S 
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AND SOWU'S REFUSAL TO COOPERATE WITH THE COURT OR RECOGNIZE 
THE LEGALITY OF THE TRIAL, THE PROSECTUION PRODUCED 
WITNESS WHO STATED THEY HAD BEEN ASKED TO JOIN THE COUP 
PLOT BY ONE OR ANOTHER OF THE WITNESSES. THE PROSECUTION 
PORTRAYED SOWU AND VON VACKUSTEIN AS EMBITTERED MEN WHO 
FORMULATED THE COUP PLOT BECAUSE OF THEIR DTSGRI INTERMENT 
OVER THE WAY THEY HAD BEEN RETIRED FROM THE ARMY AND 
TREATED BY THOSE THEY HELPED BRING INTO POWER IN 1972. THE 
PROSECUTION PORTRAYED AGOHAH AS SOMEONE WHO WAS MORE OR LESS 
ALONG FOR THE RIDE WHILE WORMENOR ELICITED LITTLE ATTENTION 
FROM THE PROSECUTION. THE COUP PLOT, AS PRESENTED BY THE 
PROSECUTION, WAS UNORGANIZED, HAD FEW ADHERENTS AND LITTLE 
MONEY. IT IS EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL THAT ANYTHING WOULD HAVE 
COME OF THE COUP HAD PLOTTERS NOT BEEN ARRESTED WHEN THEY WERE. 

4. NOTABLE TESTIMONY DURING THE TRIAL INCLUDED WORMENOR S 
ASSERTION THAT HIS STATEMENT TO THE POLICE HAD BEEN PRODUCED 
THROUGH BEATINGS AND TORTURE, AND VON VACKUSTEIN'S STATEMENT 
THAT HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY BRIGADIER KATTAH, A FUGITIVE 
FROM GHANA WHO FIGURED PROMINENTALY IN A COUP TRIAL WHICH 
ENDED JULY 1976, AND ASKED TO CONTACT MEN IN SERVERAL ARMY 
UNITS. WORMENOR’S TESTIMONY WAS SUPPORTED BY SEVERAL 
WITNESSES AND THE TRIAL WAS ADJOURNED FOR SERVERALS DAYS IN 
OCTOBER SO WORMENOR COULD BE PLACED UNDER MEDICAL 
OBSERVATION. THE PROSECUTION DID NOT USE THE KATTAH-A 

VON BACKUSTEIN CONNECTION DURING THE TRIAL. 

5. IN THE PAST THE GOVERNMENT HAS COMMUTED BEATH SENTENCES 
OF CONVICTED COUP PLOTTERS WHEN NO ONE WAS INJURED INTHE 
COURSE OF TEHRI PLOTTING. AS THIS COUP NEVER MOVED BEYOND 
THE PLANNING STAGES, IT IS UNLIKELY THE DEATH SENTENCES WILL 
BE CARRIED OUT. THEY WILL MOST LIKELY BE COMMUTED JAN 13, 1977 

ON THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE COUP THAT BROUGHT ACHEAMPONG TO 
POWER. 

LINEHAN 
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